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Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “For the song of the Levites [Deut. 32:1-43] 
no fewer than six persons are called up to the Torah. The mnemonic is 
HZYWLK.” 


R. Zeirah, R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Rab: “The Song at the Sea 
and the Song of Deborah are written in the manner of setting bricks, 
that is, two halves of a brick over a whole brick, and a whole brick 
over half-bricks. The names of the ten sons of Haman and the kings of 
Canaan are written with a half-brick over a half-brick and a whole 
brick over a whole brick, for no building could stand if built that way.” 


What is the point of that ruling? Is it merely to describe the proper 
doing of the religious duty? Or is it to indicate that, if it is not done 
that way, the scroll is unsuitable? 


Said Rab to R. Hananiah, son of the brother of R. Hoshaiah, “Do you 
recall that when we were standing by the stall of R. Hoshaiah, your 
uncle, R. Ba bar Zabeda came by, and we asked him, and he said 
[delete: in the name of Rab], “The rule serves as a requirement [to 
invalidate a scroll not written in this way].’” 


[D] R. Hiyya son of R. Ada of Jaffa, R. Jeremiah in the name of R. 
Zeira: “One has to say them on a single breath, and the ten sons of 
Haman along with them.” 


[E] Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “When they [the names of Haman’s 
sons are written down, the word, ‘man’ (Est. 9:6) must be at the 
top of the column, and each accusative particle [which occurs 
ten times, each one preceding the name of one of the ten sons] 
at the end of the line, a total, then, of eleven lines, for so do 
they fall into oblivion, like a heavy lead weight.” 


[F] Rab said, “It is necessary to say, ‘Cursed be Haman, cursed are 
his sons.’” 


[G] Said R. Phineas, “It is necessary to say, ‘Harbona, may he be 
remembered for good.’ [He was one of the king’s eunuches.]” 


R. Berekhiah, R. Jeremiah, R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan, R. 
Jonathan, when he would [74c] reach this verse, ‘Who had been 
carried away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away with 
Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had 
carried away’ (Est. 2:6), he would say, ‘Nebuchadnezzar — may his 
bones rot.’ 


“For every time the name, Nebuchadnezzar, is written in the book of 
Jeremiah, he was yet alive. But here he was then dead.” 


